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As a Church of England school, RE plays an integral part of the curriculum at Shocklach. 
We aim for RE to engage and challenge our pupils to answer ‘big’ questions, and to 
develop knowledge and skills which enable them to explore different religious beliefs, 
values and traditions that exist in our society, and how these have developed throughout 
the years and in different cultures. We aim to build a curriculum that ensures children 
recognise and celebrate cultural diversity. 
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At Shocklach we follow the Cheshire West and Chester Agreed Syllabus for RE, and use 
Understanding Christianity to enhance the Christian element of our curriculum. We follow 
objectives outlined in our RE progression grids, which build over time. 
 
The structure of Understanding Christianity is progressive, so that children establish a 
secure understanding of key concepts, before they link this knowledge to how these 
concepts impact individuals nowadays, and how they have impacted in the past. They 
then move on to reflect on how these concepts impact upon them as individuals, and on 
society today. 
 
Understanding Christianity has identified eight core concepts at the heart of mainstream 
Christian belief – the ‘big story’ of the Bible – and these are God, Creation, Fall, People of 
God, Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation and Kingdom of God. It sets out some knowledge 
‘building blocks’, to clarify what pupils should know and understand about these concepts 
at each school phase. So, even where these concepts are repeated throughout the 
curriculum, the depth of knowledge builds, as shown in the progression document, on 
what children have already secured, and then challenges them further in an age 
appropriate way. 
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What will this look like?  
In RE books, you will see… An RE lesson takes place each week, so this will be 
documented in pupils’ books. However, at times, the learning which takes place in RE 
may be very practical and documented in a class book and through display work. Where 
work is documented in a book, there will be a clear learning objective linked to the 
progression documents, and children will be given success criteria which will help them to 
meet their objective.  
 
What is the impact of our RE curriculum?  
Children demonstrate a positive attitude towards people of any religion and show an 
understanding of cultural beliefs different to their own. They demonstrate respectful 
behaviour to all and this is transferable outside of school in the wider community and 
beyond. Pupils learn about important people from the past and the present, who have 
been or are positive role models, and who are of a different race or religion 
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We visit our local church St. Edith’s at least termly, for Harvest, Christmas, Easter to 
contribute and lead services. Additional visits to St Edith’s are linked to other areas of the 
curriculum such an the archaeology dig, which we did with chapel archeology. We 
contribute to worships at St. Mary’s church Tilson for Education Sunday and the 
Christmas Carol concert. Our Year 5 pupils visit Chester Cathedral annually for Pilgrim day, 
and the whole school attend for Sing the Xmas Story. Our Year 6 pupils also go to Chester 
Cathedral for the annual leavers service. We celebrate a Multi-faith week every other 
year and the children are involved in the ethos conference, held virtually in 2022. We 
enter the canon-chancellor award each year and have had lots of success.   
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Progression document 
 
 

 
 
Long term plan 

 


