
Shocklach Oviatt C of E Primary School 
“We aim high in our hearts and minds as we blossom in God’s garden.” 

September Newsletter 2020 
Welcome Back! 

It has been wonderful to welcome all of the children and their families back 

to school. School really sings when children are in it! What a joy it has been 

to see our new children being welcomed into the Shocklach family and they 

have all settled in beautifully. September sunshine has been a real blessing 

and allowed for many happy, outdoor lunches on our new picnic tables. 

September Reflections 
Tiny can be powerful. A really moving radio interview with Captain 
Tom, broadcast recently, showed this truly wonderful man wanting to 
do his bit at a time of crisis. What started as a modest aim to raise 
one thousand pounds, quickly grew into a phenomenal 
achievement. He said, “for those finding it difficult: the sun will shine 
on you again and the clouds will go away. We will get through this 
and come out of it stronger, more united and ready to face any 
challenge together". 
What struck our school community was his sense of humour, can do 
attitude and strong belief in doing your best for others. So, whilst we 
are faced with translating the continually changing Covid guidance 
into our lives, let's look for the little diamonds -the small acts and tiny 
gestures that make a big difference. Not just the ones we receive 
but the ones we send out into the world. 
In recent class worships, we have explored how Jesus knew about small not being 
insignificant when he told a story about the power of the mustard seed. A tiny speck, when 
planted, nurtured and grown, can provide a tree so big, all the birds of the air can nest in it. 
And there is a quote attributed to the Dalai Lama that goes, "if you think you are too small to 
make a difference, try sleeping in a room with a mosquito".  

Cross Country  
Huge thanks to Emily Gilruth for organising this year’s Cross Country 
event at The Grieves. We are so proud of all the children who competed 
with such big smiles (despite any stitches) and real sportsmanship. Special 
mentions must go to Scarlett Gilruth, Jack Hughes, Jack Mort, Immi 
Gilruth, Ben Weaver and Wilfred Chantler, who literally ran like the wind. 

Shocklach has been awarded The Rainbow Flag Award! 
The Rainbow Flag award focuses on positive LGBT+, inclusion 
and visibility together with the eradication of LGBT phobic 
bullying. The assessor was very complimentary and one 
comment stated: “The school council are clearly passionate and 
driven and want to make the school an inclusive place for 
everyone!” Congratulations Shocklach and well done to our 
children for demonstrating such understanding, empathy, 
knowledge and passion through poetry, song writing, reading 
responses and artwork. 



Harvest Baking 
 
We were all thrilled when the 
much loved, Helen Peel (school 
governor, local veterinary 
nurse, church warden at St 
Edith’s and all round top 
person) baked Harvest rolls 
with Badgers Class.  This has 
become a much loved 
Shocklach tradition and we’re 
sure you’ll agree, the bread 
tasted incredible. 
 

Meet the Governor 

Norma Robinson has recently made a fantastic addition 
to our school governing board. Norma moved here with 
her husband Tim and collie dog, Beth from Macclesfield 
back in January, to become an associate minister at St 
Mary’s Tilston and St Edith’s Shocklach. Norma brings 
with her a wealth of life experience having been a very 
happy primary school teacher for nineteen years and she 
has also worked as a qualified nurse for six years. Norma 
enthused, “I have two grown up daughters and three 
grandchildren. When I am not ‘ministering’, I enjoy family 
time, walking, reading, swimming, listening to music and 
holidays. I am very much looking forward to being a 
governor and getting to know you all”. 

“For nothing is impossible with God” - Luke 1:37 

Coming up later this term 
We are very excited to be hosting a Creepy Crawly Show, an African drumming workshop and a felt 
making workshop where the children will be creating a large patchwork based on the theme, ‘Dare to 
Dream’.  

Book of the Month 

Hope is needed as 
never before so this 
month, we recommend 
‘The Book of Hopes’: 
Words and Pictures to 
Comfort, Inspire and 
Entertain children. 
Within its pages, you’ll 
find animal friends 
from insects to 
elephants, high flying grandmas, a homesick 
sprite, the tooth fairy, and even extra-
terrestrial life. Edited by Katherine Rundell, 
this wonderful collection of short stories, 
poems, essays and pictures has 
contributions from more than 100 children’s 
writers and illustrators. The book is 
dedicated to the doctors, nurses, carers, 
porters, cleaners and everyone working in 
hospitals. Katherine Rundell hopes the book 
will “make the children reading it feel like 
possibility –ists: something that would make 
them laugh or wonder or snort or smile”.  

After School Clubs  
 
We are excited to be running a wide range of clubs this term 
including football, netball, drawing, hockey and ‘mix up club’ 
designed to encourage teamwork and collaboration skills 
through gardening, board games, craft and parachute games! 
We also running a new ‘personal growth club’ where children 
develop important life skills in presenting and performing.  


