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“We aim high in our hearts and minds as we blossom in God’s garden.” 

October Newsletter 2020 
It is hard to believe that half term is upon us. We have all appreciated being back together in school 

doing what we do best and it has been a real privilege to see our children thriving. Saturday 10th 

October marked World Mental Health Day. It doesn't take much to find the good yet isn't it 

sometimes so easy to see the bad? Changing mind set makes a huge difference. Right now, we have 

to take the little things as wins and as luxuries because let's face it, we are in very strange times this 

year. So, look for the good, take a deep breath and do the next thing. Then the next thing. That’s it!  

Harvest Services 

On Tuesday 13th October, we held a really special outdoor Harvest Service 

with a re-enactment of the text, ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and some reflections on 

our theme of thankfulness. We were delighted that Chris Gilbert joined us to 

lead his Guitar Group with a brilliant rendition of ‘Times like These’.  

It was lovely to hear the children talk about counting our blessings and being 

thankful for the things that really matter: our families, our health, our 

friendships, our teachers, our beautiful world, our pets and, of course, for the 

food we have to eat. Their final reflection was particularly moving: “We are also very thankful that Shocklach 

School has re-opened and that we can play, have fun, learn and worship together”. Special 

thanks must go to Reverend Tim, Reverend Norma, Chris Gilbert and Helen Peel for all their 

support, kindness and flexibility in these challenging times. A group of Shocklach pupils also 

sang and played musical instruments at St Edith’s Harvest Service. On entering the church, 

Ben exclaimed, “isn’t it great to be back here again” – out of the mouth of babes… 

Chris Gilbert gave an inspirational talk about life’s essentials and how these have been re-
evaluated. Who would have thought, back in March, that loo roll would be a much coveted 
item and, for many, an essential item to stock pile! 

Three Cheers for Janet! 

Janet has recently been awarded, yet again, a five-star food hygiene rating. To celebrate 

this phenomenal achievement, the whole school did a special clap for heroic Janet, to 

show their appreciation. Just wonderful! 

A message from Francesca Hunter, Chair of The STSA 

“I am thrilled to be the new Chair of the STSA. I have a background in education and a 

daughter in Year One. I am looking forward to the challenge of re-thinking how we can raise 

funds for the school with fast moving Covid restrictions. We hit the ground running with an 

early second hand uniform sale and a harvest stall which combined, raised over £350! Just 

this week, each bubble in school were invited to visit their own 

Autumn stalls and this event raised over £270! As ever, the STSA depends on volunteers and 

donations. The more help we have, the more we can do for the school and our children. 

Please do come and say hello if you would like to get involved with our fabulous STSA”. 



AmaSing Concert 

Shocklach joined 6000 children in a 

special online Fusion show using arts and 

music. We loved being a part of it and 

both Squirrels and Badgers were filled 

with smiles, laughter and dance moves. It 

was an emotional event given that we 

were meant to be performing live at the Storyhouse in 

Chester. Fingers crossed that we can do this in person in 2021. 

Meet The Governor – welcome to Mrs Emily O’Dea 

We are delighted that Emily O’Dea has recently joined Shocklach’s Governing Board. Emily 
says; “I have been connected to Shocklach School for many years now. My eldest daughter, 
Eden joined Shocklach at the age of seven when we first moved to the area. Eden is now 17, 
learning to drive and hoping to go to America next year on a running scholarship! Sister Enya 
then joined as a tiny receptionist, she is now at Bishop Heber High School and Florence is 
currently thriving in Year 4.  I love the family atmosphere at Shocklach, the dedication of staff 
and visionary thinking. The outdoor, wholesome environment is really special and I have 
particularly fond memories from when I helped out with school gardening projects. I currently 
work as community paediatrician focusing on children with neurodevelopmental disorders and 
LAC. I am really looking forward to being able to contribute further to our wonderful school”. 

“For nothing is impossible with God” - Luke 1:37 

Book of the Month 

This month we have chosen, 

‘Slow Down: Bring Calm to a 

Busy World with 50 Nature 

Stories’ by Rachel Williams. All 

around us, nature is turning, 

growing…and working. Every 

day, hour by hour, magical 

transformations happen right in front of you. But it’s 

not always easy to see them. Discover 50 nature stories, 

paused just long enough for you to watch them unfold. 

Then go outside to explore and see what you can find 

when you take time to slow down. The illustrator is also 

offering related art activities (@freyahartas) including 

how to create a phases of the moon wall chart. This 

beautiful book would make the perfect Christmas gift. 

The Creepy Crawly Show 

Foxes Class had a wonderful time when the Creepy Crawly Show visited recently. The 

children were mesmerised and both the children and adults learnt many interesting 

facts. There was also a lot of belly laughing from all involved; laughter is such a 

welcome tonic at the moment. 

Wrap-Around Care 

Dandelions Day Nursery are continuing to provide excellent 

wrap-around care. For further information and to make a 

booking, please get in touch with Dandelions Day Nursery on 

01829 272 277 or e-mail hello@dandelionsfarndon.co.uk 

Canon Chancellor Award 2020 Celebration 

Just before lockdown in March, we found out the very exciting news that Shocklach had won second place in the 
2020 Canon Chancellor Award. The children had composed a song with expert help from vocalist, Helen Chetwood. 
We took as a starting point Charlie Mackesy’s book, ‘The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and the Horse’, and looked at how 
this resonates with our school vision. The lyrics are truly stunning and the children were filmed recording this in St 
Edith’s church. Unfortunately, we couldn’t visit Chester Cathedral for a special celebratory lunch due to the current 
restrictions but on 29th September we took part in a virtual awards 
ceremony. Education Officer, Jen Stratford joined us for outdoor 
worship and presented the children with a certificate and a 
beautifully wrapped St Werburgh’s goose, now proudly on display. 
And just when we thought we couldn’t be any prouder of our 
children, Jen wrote a lovely email afterwards stating: “The children of 
your school are wonderful role models, they listen well, and 
enthusiastically take part in in worship. They are a credit to the school 
and their families. Shocklach provides a really caring and nurturing 
environment that allows them to thrive and grow in confidence”. 
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