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Friday 13th November marked 'World Kindness Day’. 

This year has really put the spotlight on how kindness 

can be the perfect antidote to the storms of life. 

Kindness has repeatedly shown itself to be more 

transformative than we might have imagined and a 

sometimes underrated agent of human change. We 

have been blown away and humbled by the many 

acts of kindness seen in Shocklach this term. The 

Shocklach team continue to work tirelessly to ensure that learning is fun and 

enjoyable but most importantly that school is a calm, safe and happy place to 

be. Outside the world may remain strange and uncertain but within the haven 

of our school community, wonderful things are continuing to take place. 

Internet safety  

As new rules come into place and where individuals and families are asked to isolate, we will 

inevitably rely on a range of internet based entertainment and networks. This website - 

https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digitalparenting is a great source of advice and ideas 

around supporting you and your family with navigating the internet safely. Whether on 

phone, tablet, computer or gaming platform – there are resources to help. Please take the 

time to chat with your child about their online usage and safety, as we do regularly in school. 

Birthday Parties 

Many children are missing out on celebrating their birthdays in the usual way 

and so we are hosting parties within our school bubbles. The children love 

wearing their party clothes, dancing and playing traditional party games. It is 

wonderful to see such joy when they are treated to a ‘Shocklach special’. 

Remembrance 

Reverend Tim and Reverent Norma led a very moving, outdoor 

Remembrance Service. It was very emotional seeing our whole 

school community come together to remember and honour those 

who have sacrificed themselves to secure and protect our freedom. 

The children enjoyed making poppies from recycled pop bottles and 

these made a powerful display, outside school. We were very 

touched when a neighbour tweeted positively, having spotted it on a morning run. ‘Lest we forget’.  

https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digitalparenting


Meet the Governor 
We may be in a global pandemic but that hasn’t stopped our much loved and 
hugely talented Shocklach School Governor, Ian Bartholomew smashing it at The 
Inside Soap Awards, 2020. Barty plays Geoff Metcalf in the TV soap, ‘Coronation 
Street’.  Winning Best Villain, Best Show Stopping Scene and Best Actor, he took 
home three trophies and became the most decorated star on the night! Barty 
sits on the Teaching and Learning Committee and is also our English Link 
Governor: 
”I decided to stand as a governor at Shocklach School, because I wanted to be 
more involved in my children’s education. How hard could it be? I’d been to 
school myself, so I knew how it all worked didn’t I? What a shock I was in for. I really had no idea. The 
sheer volume of training, along with the commitment and dedication it takes to be a teacher was a 
huge eye-opener for me. And then of course there’s the responsibility of caring for and the protection of 
the children in their charge. Let alone all the admin, policy making, organisation, time-tables, school 
trips, committee meetings etc. So, I am full of admiration and respect for the amazing environment the 
staff at Shocklach provide for the pupils, and although both my children are now at secondary school, 
I’ve stayed on as a governor to try to help, support and hopefully inspire the school to reach even 
greater heights of excellence and achievement. And if I have managed to contribute only half as much 
as the enjoyment and sense of satisfaction I have received over the years, then I shall consider myself 
truly blessed. I love our little school, and can’t imagine why anyone would want to send their children 
anywhere else!” 

“For nothing is impossible with God” - Luke 1:37 

Book of the Month 

We have chosen the book, 'Maybe’ written by Kobi Yamada– a story 

about the endless potential in all of us. This stunningly beautiful book 

contains inspirational and confidence building words to lift the spirits 

of children and adults alike. It’s a reminder to children that they are 

meant for incredible things. And maybe, just maybe, they will exceed 

their wildest dreams.  

African Drumming Workshops 

Linking with our work on Africa, Mark Mayhew visited Shocklach recently to 

lead some fantastic drumming workshops for Years 2-6. We learnt how drums 

play an important role in every aspect of African life including the physical, 

emotional and spiritual. The school was filled with energy, laughter and 

inspiration. 

Bonfire Celebrations 

On 5th November and under the 

watchful eye of Mrs Keeping, our children 

helped to make a bonfire; they toasted 

marshmallows, popped some popcorn 

before making whistling and whooshing 

noises with our home made sparklers! 


