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It’s hard to believe that we have reached the final week of term. Shocklach is enjoying a real 

festive buzz and the excitement is certainly growing around school. We were thrilled that we 

were able to take the children to see the outdoor pantomime, Dick Whittington, at Alderford 

Lake. What a welcome and fun filled treat for us all. And so appreciated this year. Children in 

Foxes class have done a superb job of decorating our Christmas tree (kindly donated by 

Threapwood Christmas Trees) and the older children have written beautiful prayer 

decorations for it too. Nativity filming has been well underway; adorable angels have 

fluttered their wings, shepherds have been spotted ‘Conga-ing’ outside and we couldn’t 

possibly not have the Year 6 camel dance. Far from grumpy camels have swaggered and tails 

have been well and truly swung! We are sure that you will love watching this year’s Christmas 

Nativity film – an absolute delight. It has been so lovely to ensure that for our children at Shocklach, the magic of 

Christmas and the special message of hope that it brings, has been able to shine through in these strange times.  

Christingle Services 

A very special Christingle Service for Year 6 and their families was held at St Edith’s on Tuesday 9th December. We would like to 

give special thanks to The Reverends Tim and Norma Robinson for their flexibility and unwavering support and to Mrs Helen 

Peel who decorated our church beautifully and laid a path of welcoming lanterns with which to guide everyone safely. 

The children spoke about how this year has been an incredibly tough year for lots of people and 

that unfortunately, many young people's lives have been turned upside down by the pandemic. 

The Children’s Society work with children at risk of abuse, exploitation and neglect and give them 

the support they need to overcome life's toughest challenges. When we heard that The 

Children’s Society were inviting people to write messages of hope, the children were all very 

keen to help. We are delighted and humbled that The Children’s Society have agreed to use 

Shocklach’s words of support to help provide a glimmer of hope on their website, social media 

and directly with the young people they support.   

Reverend Tim and Reverend Norma also led a whole school Christingle service in school. This was very moving and atmospheric 

particularly when the lights were dimmed; every child’s Christingle burned brightly and ‘Hope of Heaven’ rung out. 

Felting Workshop 

Ticky Lowe ran a fantastic two-day felting workshop with Badgers Class. After designing and making a 

piece of felt, the children sewed on their own ‘I#DareToDream’ statement. The children wrote of buzzy 

bees, not failing to love, respecting diversity, protecting the NHS and kindness to animals. The future 

really does belong to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.  Each square will now form part of 

a large patchwork of hope, love and inspiration to be displayed in school.  

Wreath Making  

Mrs Gilbert, Steph, Jo, Polly and Annie-Rose were all determined that this much loved tradition 

would still go ahead despite the uncertainty and Covid restrictions. Budding wreath makers were 

able to choose from attending the outside event at school or taking away a delightful wreath 

making kit complete with home-made biscuits, mince-pies and Lost Barn coffee! Fire pits were 

provided but thankfully, the sun shone on the day along with a spirit of togetherness. Many 

stunning wreaths have been created so huge thanks to the committee for all their hard work and 

dedication. Over £1000 was raised -what truly phenomenal team work, flexibility and community support. Heartfelt thanks to all. 



Governor Impact 
We are very fortunate that Shocklach governors continue to make a hugely 
positive impact on school life. They all work tremendously hard and have 
embraced the new virtual way of meeting with dedication, enthusiasm and often, 
much needed, humour. In line with our Covid guidelines, Mrs Helen Peel has been 
visiting school weekly to support our younger children with reading and it is 
wonderful to see the excitement and sheer joy of these precious sessions. Mrs Peel 
also made Christingles with Year 6 ahead of their special service at St Edith’s. With 
her wellbeing hat on, she is often found supporting staff with kind words and wise 
advice. Three festive cheers for Mrs Peel!  

“For nothing is impossible with God” - Luke 1:37 

Adorable Authors 

Foxes Class have recently been 

inspiring each other to write and 

illustrate their own story books. It 

has been wonderful to see these 

talented children share their 

creations with such big smiles and 

confidence. There have been 

books about tractors, fairies and goblins. We cannot 

wait for a time when our much loved ‘Buddy Reading’ 

can start again safely –children paired together, across 

the classes to celebrate a love of reading is priceless.  

Book of the Month 

This month we have chosen, ‘The Three Wishes: A Christmas Story’ by Alan Snow. This 

beautifully told-and stunningly illustrated book explains all of the traditions and myths 

around Santa Claus, from how he travels around the world in one night, how his sleigh and 

reindeer can fly, and why he leaves presents, to the origins of his red and white outfit. It is a 

fresh and fascinating tale with beautiful words and art designed to make the reader want to 

snuggle down among the warm blankets and enjoy a hot chocolate.  

Final reflections 

2020 has been unexpected, extraordinary, and challenging on so many fronts. However, crises often bring out the very 

best in human nature. Many people including NHS staff, delivery drivers and scientists working on the vaccine, have 

gone the extra mile. Shocklach has always had a wonderful family feel and strong sense of community -an 

understanding of our responsibilities to our neighbours in the widest possible sense and of what it means to be a loving 

human being. Caring, lifting others up and giving back to the world is what we teach our children and this continues to 

be a huge privilege. We would like to wish you all a very happy, healthy and safe Christmas with your loved ones.  

Egyptian Workshop 

Mr Egypt visited school recently and led fascinating 

workshops for both Squirrels and Badgers Classes.  He 

captivated the children with his lively presentation 

style and the mummy wrapping 

was a huge hit. Mr Egypt brought 

along a great range of ancient 

artefacts and told many amusing 

stories which enthralled both the 

children and staff! A wonderful way 

of making learning come alive.  

Notices from St Edith’s 

A Festival of Carols will take place, via Zoom, on 20th December at 6:30pm. 

Please follow the emailed link if you would like to attend. Some of our younger 

Shocklach pupils have been recorded for what we know will be a beautiful 

service. You are also warmly invited to come along to St Edith’s on Christmas Eve 

between 12 noon and 2:00pm to the see their beautiful crib scene.  


