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“We aim high in our hearts and minds as we blossom in God’s garden.” 

December Newsletter 2019 

Shocklach Nativity 

All the children were incredible in our recent nativity. 
They worked as a team and certainly spread a lot of 
Christmas magic! A big thank you to everyone who 
helped and came to watch our very special 
performance. Together with the more traditional nativity 
parts, the rock star angels and dancing camels 
entertained us all brilliantly – wonderful!  

Shocklach Grotto 

It has truly been magical at Shocklach School this Christmas time! A highly dedicated and 

creative ‘Grotto Committee’ have been hard at work transforming our gazebo - even sourcing a 
vintage sleigh, skis and a traditional type writer. The dedication gone into this project reflects 
how passionate our parents are in helping to make this school such a unique haven in which our 
children can grow and learn. Past parent, Julie Adams yet again offered her time and expertise 
and took some stunning photographs of the children meeting Father Christmas, assisted by Fizz 
the pony! Heartfelt thanks goes to the incredible committee for giving Shocklach pupils and 

members of Treetops Toddlers an unforgettable festive experience. Wow! 

Shocklach Choir on Tour  

Shocklach choir, led by Mrs Gilbert, have been practising 
hard and singing their hearts out during lunchtime 
rehearsals. It is always a treat to listen in and see their 
confidence and performance skills growing. Here they are 
on tour, pictured at a top secret location!  

 
So that is it…..the end of the first term of the 2019/2020 academic year! Shocklach has 
achieved so much and continues to flourish and thrive. We have seamlessly run into 
the festivities and had our annual top up of Christmas cheer with the recent nativity 
play. It was wonderful to have the whole school coming together to celebrate the true 
meaning of Christmas. Every single child performed brilliantly 
and sang their hearts out. As we face the final week, the 
children are here, there and everywhere and yet always 
conduct themselves so fantastically.  A big heartfelt thank you 
for your continued support over these somewhat hectic weeks. 
We would like to wish all our families a wonderful Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year!  



Important Dates:

Thursday 19
th

 December - Christmas party day! Children to 

wear party clothes all day. Carols with lanterns by the grotto at 6pm 

(please bring a torch). 

Friday 20
th

 December - Christingle Service at St Edith ’s. Please 

collect children at 1:10pm from school. The service will finish at 

approximately 2:15pm. Please collect children directly from St 

Edith’s at 2:15pm if unable to join us for the service.  

Monday 6
th

 January – School re-opens. 

Meet the Governor 

This month, we are delighted to feature Mr Ian Bartholomew. Barty, as he is affectionately known, is a familiar 

face around school and often captivates children on World Book Day. Earlier in the year, he shared his expertise 

and transformed our school hall into a professional recording studio to make our video submission for the 2019 

Canon Chancellor Award! Barty was very enthused to share his experience of governance and said: 

”I decided to stand as a governor at Shocklach School, because I wanted to be more involved in my children ’s 
education. How hard could it be? I’d been to school myself, so I knew how it all worked didn’t I? What a shock I 
was in for. I really had no idea. The sheer volume of training, along with the commitment and dedication it takes 

to be a teacher was a huge eye-opener for me. And then of course there’s the responsibility of caring for and the 
protection of the children in their charge. Let alone all the admin, policy making, organisation, time-tables, school 
trips, committee meetings etc etc….So I am full of admiration and respect for the amazing environment the staff at Shocklach provide for 

the pupils, and although both my children are now at secondary school, I’ve stayed on as a governor to try to help, support and hopefully 
inspire the school to reach even greater heights of excellence and achievement. And if I have managed to contribute only half as much 
as the enjoyment and sense of satisfaction I have received over the years, then I shall consider myself truly blessed. I love our little 

school, and can’t imagine why anyone would want to send their children anywhere else!” 

“For nothing is impossible with God” - Luke 1:37 

Sing The Christmas Story at Chester Cathedral 

Both Key Stage One and Key Stage Two visited Chester Cathedral on Friday 6
th
 

December for a special event where schools come together and the Christmas Story is 
told through readings and musical pieces. This is always a real treat and, as always, the 
children sang beautifully and were an absolute credit to our school. Well done!  

The Gregory Sisters head to The Royal Albert Hall, London 

Phoebe and Isla Gregory headed to London with St Mary’s Church Choir to sing at the 
Royal Albert Hall! The girls wowed the audience at this iconic venue seen by many as 
one of the UK’s most treasured and distinctive buildings. Our very own Mrs G 
accompanied the girls and was beaming with pride when she later fedback to children 
and staff. What an incredible experience for these talented sisters.  

Wreath Making 

This annual event continues to attract 
a growing number of supporters and 
budding wreath makers each year. 
The talented committee have worked 
tirelessly to ensure that everyone who 
comes along is supported and 
equipped with the 
best materials to 
make a stunning 
festive wreath. 
Roll on next year! 
Do sign up to this 

event promptly to 
avoid 
disappointment.  

Book of the Month 

“A pinch of Magic” by Michelle Harrison has been chosen as our book of the 
month. This is a spellbinding tale of magic and the deepest of sisterly love. Told 
with gentle humour, inventive language and conveying important messages about 
identity, self-belief and the power of teamwork, it’s a story for children to lose their 
hearts to.  


